





en ee ce 











MEMOIRS 


FOR THE 





INGENTOUS 


CONTAINING 


: Several Curious Obfervations in Philofophy, 





' 
' 











| 


Mathematicks, Phyf chk, Hiftory, Philology, and, 


other Arts and Sciences. 





Mifcellaneous Letters. 


By f. DE LA CROSE,E B.A. P. 


ee 


FEBRUA RY, 1693. 
Eo be continucd PBonthiy. 




















VOL I. 


Nil admirari pr ope ves eft una, Numici, 
Sclaque qu@ poffit facere & lore are Beatum. 








Hor.].1. Ep. 6. 


wen 





Dixere Deum nam: ne re per omites 
Terrafque trattufque Maris, celumque pre) fundum, 
Hincque obi tenues nafceatem arcel} lere vit ass 


Virg. Geo: Bs L4, 





LONDON, Pr inted for 19. Modes near Bride-lane in Fleet-ftreet ; 
And for 3. Barris at the Harrow in the Posltrey 1693. 


| Where are to be had the Memoirs for Fanuarys 








— 








| 





————— ee 





oA 8 es Ee ee 











aie 
7 
- 








ADVERTISEMENT. 


}, 


Ls _ le 0} f thefe Memoirs was at fir: t iene dA wita tae word Hil tor ¥; 
ie tt Was print ted in the Ga izectle Ana &3 tt 15 NOV at the beginning of 
'] 


S 


oy ee ae a ee me Nee ae 5 ) 
This curelefnefs has made me overjee the laft Monta as exaltly as I could, 


“ , ; ‘a | f~ ) * 
. P ; sie o ae ff ore a . : es ‘ania ta ~ } ja Aw fn3w i anaaat = af } 
ta whicd [rave obferva feme aceligences of fiyle, ana fome Vrint-faults, 
‘ J j 2 J 


. S04 ata . , ‘ie i , in + A pasae 4 ire . 
WHICH Cie Read Y is 1H07rCAlCA G0 COVVECE THIS: 


3 weds t, Channels. p. ro. lrg. thir. 


<4 


Paseo. line 10. Eclipfs read Elip’s. 1. 
hy 
j 


= toa) 


his. }. 28. cadets r. mentions. p.13.).15. poles r. fides. ee 27. Hype thefis tr. Hy,0- 
f 1 ! ° 

thefes. p. rg. the latt data beginning - a word, Mi ift be read be ore be 
boxidots ¥, And thus. p. 22. |. 40. of the Climates vr. the diverfity of t the ( limates. p. 


-AHDE Tr. ABC DE. c. in the Margin, p.s5. r. p.20. p. jo. L 4.4. - 
hele Stones, thefe words being fl: pt out C in fome ooge es. 


| ’ } ! Pay . . 
Janta a . «+t f ‘ « “A ; ats nt nesee > + 4 /) Te Aes 
Lk ¢€ tia! SHS W9 tv 1S Worse COrreciy, ¢ Ana th Lit the {Owort LY Will 
4 d 


\ 


% 7 oe iene aie . mw6 fo ~ P ee ) s\* er 

Nuper Tarpeio quae fecit cuimine cornix 
742 henna wee eC ere eve PFI 
Eit WEhc non PO. Liat Cre, CiaXIt eric. 


1 would have continu d my Obfervations on the Origin nail of Springs, but that 
I have pa my word to that Gearlemai 1,00 has undertaken to write a Gene- 
ral Hiftory of Fountains, sot to me: ldle with this matter with bin two mouths 
I likewise forget to fet dowa a Table of the Letters of the laft month 


f* } . . 


wiich I therefore joys here to thofe cf this. 


Letter I, Of the Ori gii d Lf Vor Lugs, p.t 
Letter Il. Of the formation ae ic ing of the Earth. 9 
Letter Ut Co ncerning y was a A 

Lecter 1\V. New Experiments on the Loadfone. 2° 


Lt © rr) 4 q - rT tf ; “ <4at D> i. a 29% ‘4 44 4 aa - a 
pers Vi, An account of a ftrange Phanomenon, of a Alan tracing out 
sf ay. 17 ee « anne # re my f { 7 
LVL TOES ETS by their foatfteps, with Pryjical obfervations on it. 33 
rr or T } f 2A ‘ - . ee a a PE } oe a: 
Lette V ll, O; a Deaa Bod) APPCATiNZ fi Cj ¢ na flouria “a CON{LACT ALLE 


Letter VII. Whether the Ab ftery of the H. Trinity has been openly ta 


uo 
Hale : - 

sini | the t hree fir {t Centuries ? 4.6 
Letter 1X. Of the Prefervarion of Fruits 5 


F cennicaie a - _ = ‘ae 
Letter X. Coxtiauation of the 1) bird ‘Late of Innate Iaeas, Infinity, 


February, ( 33) Vol. 1. Numb. 2. 








Memortrs for the Ingenious. 
FEBRUARY, 169, 


LETTER VI 
ARGUMENT. 


All that feems incredible is not fo. Of a man tracing out 
Martherers by their foat Steps. Atteflation of the matter of 
fac. An Aliftorical Account of it. Its Pofibility. Suppo- 
Sitions to explain this Phenomenon. The Nature and Confor 
mation of the Particles of the Air, of the Effluviums of liv- 
ing Bodies, of their feveral Qualities, of the force of Poyfons, 
of the Variety of Pores. That thefe Effluviums are not eaftly 
carried away by the Wind. Application of thefe Principles. 
Objections and Queftions anfwered, 
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* Neredulity in matters of fact is apiece of Prudence, when they 
are related by anonymous Authors, who chiefly aim at 
promoting the Sale of their Books, or gaining the admiration 
of the vulgar by furprizing ftories : but how aftonifhing foever 

arelation may be, if it be confirmed by feveral hands, and efpecially 
by learned men, and Eye-witneffes we ought rather co confefs 
our Ignorance, or at leaft to fufpend our judgment, than to reject it 
upon a pretended impoffibiliry. 

I heard fome months ago of a Marther difcovered in France by a 
divining Wand, however I didnot then take notice of it, left the 
thing not proving true, or being ill reported, | fhould expofe both 
Philofophy and the Philofopher to derifion. But having fince learn- 


€d all the circumftances of that prodigious difcovery, not by _ 
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fay, but as they have been inquired into and fet down by perfons 
who cannot be falp< éted of credulity, as the French King’s Atcorney, 
the Lieutenant Criminal and other Magiftrates of Zions, and the 
Colledge of Phyficians of the fame City, by the order and fpecial 
directions of Monfieur D’ Acquin, firft Phylician to that Monarch: 
fo greatand {> many teftimonies, not leaving any room for doubre 
or fafpenfion ; I applied my felf wholly to find out the caufe of 
that wonderful Phenomenon, wherein I think to have been fo fuc- 
cefsful,that the fuppofitions I make contain nothing but what's agree- 
able to the truenotiors of natural Philofophy. 

I muft needs premife a fhorr hiftorical account of the whole 
matter; Firft, pecaufe itis neceffiry to underftand my Syftem; and 
fecondly, becaufe, tho you may have heard of this Hiftory, yet I 
am apt to thiak that it is in a very confufed manner, and with fuch 
circumftances asrender the relation incredible. As for inftance, 
they a(cribe the difcovery tothe turning of the Wand; whereas the 
principal caufe is the internal motion or difturbance of the Difco- 
verer ; this turning being but an outward fign and confequence 
of ir. 

On the 5t® of 7uly, 1692. three Robbers of Toulon in Provence, the 
one called Thomas, a Seaman,the 24 Andrew Pefe,aFencer, andthe 34 
Foferh Arnoul a Taylor, went to the houfe of a Wine-Cooper of 
Lyons, and, under pretence of buying Wine, brought both the Mer- 
chant and his Wife into the Cellar, where they murthered them 
witha Sickle,while they were drawing the Wine into a large bortle. 
This done they went up to a Chamber, which ferved both fora 
Shop and lodging Room to the murthereds; broke open their 
Trunk, and cook ‘away 130 Crowns, 8 Louisd’ors, and a filver 
Girdle, and then made their efcape without being perceived by any 
one. 

A Neighbor of the murthered, hearing that one fames Aymar 
Ternay OF S. Veran, neat S. Marcellin in Dauphine, was noted for 
hunting out Robbers and Murtherers by their footfteps, caufed 
himto come to Lyons, where this Countryman, having promifed to 
find our the Affifinares, provided he begun his fearch at the place 
where the fe€& hed been ccmmitted; was by the Lieutenant 
Criminal’s, and King's Attorney’s order brought into the Cellar ; 
where he was no,fooner entred, but he felt a ftrange commotion, his 
pulfe rifing as in a violent Fever, and the Wand he holds, when he 
ufes to fearch the Springs of Fountains, or hidden Boundaries and 
Treafures, turning quickly in his hands, efpecially upon the place 
where the bodies of the Husband and his Wife were fallen a. 
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S 
his interior motions,he ftop’pd at a Gardeners houle,where he afirm- 
ed that they had encompafled a Table, and handled a Bottle, 
amongft twoothers, upon which his Wand turned. Two Bovs, 
who at firft denied it, out of fear of being beaten, for having left 
the door open againft their Father's orders, at laft confefled that 
three men, whom they defcribed, had crept into the houfe and 
drunk the Wine of the fame Bottle, which our Countryman 
fhewed. 

Purfuing his fearch, he went to the water-fide, where the fteps of 
the Affaffinates, printed on the Sand, were a certain fign that they 
bad taken Boat. He likewife followed them upon the River, and 
pointed at an Arch of the bridge of Vienne, which is not the ufual 
paflage ; whence he infer’d, That they had no Waterman with them. 
During this Journey he caufed his Boat to ftop at all the landing 
places where the Murtherers had beena fhoar, went dire&ly to the 
Lodgings they took, fhewed the Beds they lay in, the Table they 
fate at, and the Pots and Glaffes they drunk out of. 

Thus he came to a French Camp at Sablon in Dauphine,where being 
mightily difturbed, he perfwaded himfelf he was in the prefence of 
theMurtherers: but not daring to make ufe of his Wand to be con- 
vinced of it, left the Soldiers fhould fallupon him, he returned to 
Lyons to beg a farther protection and affiftance; he was fent back 
to the Camp with Letters of Recommendations but before his 
coming, the Murtherers were gone to Beaucaire in Languedoc, crawn 
thither by the Fair, and the hope of anew Booty. However lie 
followed them fo far, going ftill to the places they had lodged at, 
and fhewing the Beds, Tables and Veflels they had made ule of. 

Whilehe was walking in Beancaire, hesftop'd atthe door of -2 
Prifoa, affirming chat there was oneof the Accomplices. Fourteci 
or Fifteea Prifoners were prefented to him, among whom ke marked 
out by the motion of his Wand, a crook’d-back Fellow, who an 
hour before had been taken for a {mall Theft, and was thereupon 
farther fecured. Moreover he difcovered, that the other two hed 
taken the Road of Nifmes. But he could not purfue them, both 
becaufe he fell fick of the many difturbances he had lain under, and 
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that.as the crook’d Fellow, who was that Fofeph Arnon! the Taylor 
above mentioned, denied at firft to have any knowledge of the 
Murther, and even everco have been at Lyons it was neceflary 
thar Ternay {hould go back with his Keepers, to confront him with 
his Landlords. By which ic fo plainly appeared that all whae our 
Countryman had formerly told was true, that the wretched Taylor, 
not being able todeny it any longer, ownd the whole fact before 
the Judges, asithas been related, with this farther circumftance, 
That he kept the door, while his Accomplices were murthering the 
Man and his Wife. Hereupon he was fentenced to be broken up- 
onthe Wheel, anden his execution day, Auguft 30, being made 
to pafs before the murthered’s door, he confefled of his own accord 
That he had been the principal caufe of that Affaffinate, by fuggefting 
the Robbery. 

Before his execution feveral experiments have been made, in the 
Cellar, upon the Prifoner, and upon the Sickle, which was the In- 
Grument ofthe Murther. The Wand is motionlefs in moft Peo- 
pleshands, itcommonly turns more or lefs quickly in the hands of 
thole, who have che gift of difcovering Fountains, and all thefe are 
inwardly agitated; fome faint away immediately, others feel the 
commotion an hour after, andits ailayedby eating. Seven or eight 

erfons have been found by thefeexperiments to be endowed with 
this virtue of difcovering Marthers, unknownto former Ages. The 
murthering Sicklehas been put among(t others, and our Peafant 
b'ind-folded ; however as foon as he touch'd it, his pulfe rofe, he 
grew pale and fwer, and the Wand turned wich extraordinary 
guicknefs. All thefe experiments have been made with the greateft 
caution imaginable, in prefence of Mr. Pazther Dean of the Phyfi- 
cians of Lyoas, Mr. Chauvin another learned Phyfician, che Lieure- 
pant Criminal, the King’s Actorny, and feveral Perfons of Quality: 
So chac the Megiftrate being fully farisfled of the fincerity of this 
Countryman, feat himin fearch of the two other Murtherers; he 
pir faed chem to Toxlon, and the ucmoft Havens of France, but allia 
vain, for chey,having heard from the Jaylor of Beawcair of the taking. 
uo of the Taylor their Accomplice, were imbarked for Gezoa. 

Ac firit Gghe this hiftory feems almoft incredible, tho’ attefted by 
fo many eye-witnefles, bue all the pretended impoffibiliry arifes 
from not well confidering the ftrong operation of infenfible 
Corpuicles and unheeded motion, of which there are innumerable in- 
ftances,is you may fee in moft of the writings of che modern Philofo- 
phers,and efpecially in aBook of the late Honorable Robert Boyle upon 
this matrer; co which you may add,if you pleafe,the following Obfer- 
vations, 1 AB 
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1. Ail the living bodies Go continually tran|pi re. This is piain of fome 
Piincs, Flowers, Fruits, and Aniina's, by ther fentible {mell: bee 
this tran{piration may be prov ‘d general, by that in aianils full 
srown, the quantity of the aliments they take compa red co that of 
the grofs excrements, of which they cifcharge themlelves, is not 2s 
zor 4toT, nayin fome as Zor $tols fo chat3, 4, 7 0r 8parts of 
our food are converted into bl. od, bamors, vital {pirits, cc. to 
fupply the continual efluvinms of our bodies. 

2. Thefe Effluvinms mutt needs confilt in birds mall Particles. Firfk, 
Becaufe they team out of ail the Pp res of living bodies, fome of 
which are extreamty narrow, efpecially in Winter's time. Secondly 
becaute they wranbpire, after th ey have been fubfervient to the ules 
of thefe bodies,and become f y extr20%1 dinery thin and weak by feveral 
filtrations, that being not fit any longer for the functions of Life, 
they are expelled by nature to: hake room for frefh Spiiits) Thircly, 
becaufe they are continually exiia! ed and in great quantities, toy 
out of the bodies of a Partridge and a Hare, which do not eat 4 or 3 
pound of feeds or Br afs ina day, there tran{pir e particles enough to 
direct a Setter, he finells and hunts them out by their footfters. 

3. The Corpufcles or leal? Particles of the air of the Atmo[phere are [mall 
blaaes, hard, [msoth and flexi ble, rebownding i a Spring, and wrapt about 
them/elves fpr ally or obliquely, fo that they repre) fent the fizure of a hollow 
Tube or Cylinder, They are hard, for Air is not ealily tranfnutated 5 
they are {moorh, for they do not hurt the bodies through which they 
pais 3 they are flexible, for you may bend them any w uy 5 they re. 
bound as a Spring or as a Sreel-bow ; for cho air may be re doce to 
fo narrow a compals (as its in Wind-guns) that it thall but fill 04 
2000% part of the face i it takes up in ics natural ftate; yer it can 
not remain in that forced i ftitioa, bat endeavors with all irs powe: er 
to retakeitsown. Moreover the particles of the Air cre hollow, 
for they contain many other corpulcles, as athereal matter, vapors, 
yw ions of the Earth, Plants, and living Creatures. Betidces, 

they are extraordinary light i in compar fon to other bodies s for to 
warer they are as 800 tor, which couldnt be if they were of a 
compact fabftance. Laft of all, thefe particles or blaces are (piraly 

or obliquely rolled ab< vut theméelves, in the forn of a hotiow Cy, 
linder, for this hgure is che mot proper fox condeafation, fiace fac! 
Corpufcles can he fqueez'd every w ay. 

4. The particles exhating frow — boaies mA be [aid in general to Le 
(mal, rigid, heavy, and vifcouss but as to their fivure and | daesteaion 
qualities, they differ as much from one another, as ao ‘the vodics fi “i WhICD 
they ream ont, Their {nallnefS has been proved before, chei: hardne’s 

apes 
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appears in that their nature cannot be ealily changed: their 
weight follows from their hardnefs, and is evideat befides,’ from 
that they donot rife a great way inthe Air. As to their coughnels, 
it cannot be denied by him who fhall confider, that they ftick ac 


~~ 


every thing they meet with. Its likewife inconteftable that thefe 


we F 


{teams partake of the nature of the bodies whence they exhale, 


for having made part of their fubftarce, they are impregnated with 
their quilities, and being hard and clammy cannot eafily be alter d. 

s. All this may be confirmed by a thoufand experiments. For 
{> Set-Hounds hunt out the feveral forts of Dears and Game after a 
diffrent way. And not only do thefe particles vary in the divers 
{recies of animals, but even in animals of the (ame kind, either na- 
turally or accidentally. Thus a Dog that purfues a Stag, will not 
lofe its train, becaufe another Stag has paffed the fame way; anda 
Spaniel, that goes back two or three miles to recovera thing which 
its Maiter has loft, cannot be directed but by the corpufcles that are 
exhaled fromhis body; nay the greater or lefs quantity of them 
makes a different impreflion upon its fmelling Nerves ; for "tis chis 
difference, which determines it to {top atthe place, where the 
thing has been Joft, to fmellic out, to take itup, and carry it back 
to its Mafter : and to afcribe this /agacity toany other caufe, would be 
to make this beaft incomparably acuter than the beft Philofopher in 
the world, whom I defy to do the fame. 

We cannot deny the inexhauftible Riches of Nature’s wife and 
omnipotent Author, when we confider the various conformation of 
fenfible bodies ; but as to infenfible corpufcles, our fenfes being 
not able to perceive them, much lefs to be aware of any difference 
betwixt’em, we hardly allow them exiftence when Reafon compels 
us co it, and for the reft we fuppofe them as much alike as two drops 
of water. Anerror of great confequence in Phyfics, which hovw- 
ever may be eafily redrefled by om a ofa Microfcope; forcorns 
of Sand that appear fo alike to the Eye, are perceived through a 
magnifying glafs to differ from one another in bignefs, figure and 
colour. Let it be then for the future a general Axiom, to judge of 
the famene/s or variety of infenfible corpufcles, by their real effects,and not by 
rhe prepHalce of fenfes, 

6. As the conftitution of living bodies changes by difeafes, paffions and 

Sher acciaents, fo do likewife the corpufcles exhaling from them. The cate 
: plain by the inftance of contagious difeafes ; for the particles chat 
iteam out of che bodies of them who are tainted with it, infect the 
room and the beds they lye in, the linnen, cloaths and veffels they 
make ufe of. And as to paffions, if we confider the fudden ane 
that 
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chat fear, anger, hatred, and eagerneéfs produce upon the faces ot 
men; we will make no difficulty to believe chat the corpulcles ex- 
haling from them at that time, are impregnated in fome cegree 
with the fame power and qualities. 

7, Of all the pafficns, anger or rage is the molt dangerous, ana often con- 
verts the corpufcles freaming out of trag’d creatures into poifiae "This is 
evident by the inftances of a mad Dog, a ftraitened Cat, an an- 
sry Bee, ec. Nay, moft of the veneaious Creatures, as Scorpi- 
ons, Snakes, Vipers, ec. do but fting, when they are incenfed. 

8. The ftronge/t poyfons partake of the nature of leaven fo far, that a very 
{mall quantity of’em puts ahuge lump into fermentation, There are few 
but know, that an inconfiderable grain of Arfenic or Sublimate will 
kill the moft vigorous man in the world. But | know an inftance 
that comes nearer to the purpofe, viz. to fhew the {trong working 
of corpufcles fteaming out of living creatures, when they are inrag’d 
or diftreffedsind the truth of which I canteftifie, as having happen’d 




















to perfons of my acquaintance. A Drugfters Prentice (4) of Grenoble (4) Rogier. 


having foolifhly incens’d a Viper, was {cratch’d by it on the fore- 
finger, but fo flightly that he was not aware of it- He continued 
all the afternoon to go about his bufinefs,wichout feeling the leaft pain 
or trouble in the world, went to {upper, then to bed and fell afleep. 
But between twelve and one inthe morning, he found himfeif fo 
ill on a fudden, that he call'd for a Prieft inftead of a Phyfician, 
fearing that his laft hour was come. He himfelf did not know the 












caufe of his difeafes but it was difcover’d by an able Phyfician (4), (4) The 
who made him give an exact account of what he haddone the former }ate Mr. 
day: And for a farther convition he faw the gangrene on the chaluer. 


{cratched finger. To be fhort, the gangren’d finger was cut off, and 
the Patient refcued as from the clutches of death, by the ufe of the 
volatile Sale of Viper. Pray obferve that thefe venomous particles 
had all the general properties, which I have afcribed to the fteams 
of living bodies, viz. that they were /mall, hard, weighty and clam- 
my. How fmall muft they have been, fince they penetrated through 
all the pores and fibres of that young mans body, by an infenfible 
{cratch ? how hard, weighty and clammy, fince their nature could 
not be alter’d by the whole mafs of humours and blood, but that 
thefe few and {mall particles chang’d and corrupted the whole. 

9 The pores of different bodies are of a different figure, fo that the one, 
are fitted for a fort of fteams, and the others for anothers This Axiom 
needs no proof, but only to be well remembred ; for it is the caufe, 
that what works upon one man has no effeét upon another, no, not 


upon the fame man at feveral times. Thus during a contagion, ae 
Whe 
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who daily converfe with thofe that have the Plague take no harms 
whereas others are infected by chofe few fimail cor pufcles, that are 
nread in che Air. 

poe Tic eas exhaled ont of living ladies ave nat eafly carngid amay by 
the wind T his is the chief Theorem, which if I prove, the whole 
matter will be clear'd. I have thew'd then to be {mall, hard, 
Weighty and clammy 3; qualities which render them improper for mo- 
tion. Tflirbe objected chat they fwim in a fluid, whofe determina- 
tions they are forcd to fellow : I anfwer, firft, that all the cor- 
pufcles chat make up che Atmofphere are not equally moveable : 
for the ASchereal matrer moves very fwiftly, and as in an inftane, 
a5 appears by the impreflion of luminous objects Whereas the grofs 
particles of the air do not Aow fo quickly as a poft-horfe can ride 5 
for in calm weather you may know that you outrun the ait, by a 
fmall wind continually blowing on your face, which being not feic 
by others,cannot proceed but from the oppofition the Air makes ro 
vour riding Gvifter than his ordinary courfe. Exhalations move yet 
flower than the Air, and it feems that the moft violent Winds can- 
not blow them all away. Forthe Fermentations of the Earth, thae 
are the {tore of thefe Exhalations, are made in the ground, which 
cranfpires but infenfibly at certain times, and at others very abun- 
dantly ; however the conftitution or temperature of the Air of cif- 
ferent places, fave the variation that is producd by the four feafons 
of the year, is almoft always the fame; which could not be, if al! 
the Exhalstions were blown away by the firft Wind that rifes: for 
then the places whirherto thefe Exhalations fhould be blown, would 
take, ac leaft for a certain time, the qualities of the place whence 
they flow : asit happens fometimes, tho very feidom, that by ex. 
raordinary Earthquakes, Fermentations and Winds, fome places 
become healthfal or unwholfom, all the former Exhalations being 
diflipated and fucceeded by contrary ones. 

Secondly, what Hypothefis foever youchufe for the formation of 
Winds, my corpufcles are fo fmal], hard and heavy, that they will 
not be hurt by them. For whether they proceed from the heat of 
che Sun, or from Fermentations rarefying the Air, or from Va- 
pors and Clouds breaking into its the Winds ftillbeginin a dilated 
picce of the Atmofphere: fo that this air f{preading round abour, 
or tending to a certain pointe whitherto iv’s determined, and the 
neighboring air which is driven from its place, ebbing to that where 
the rarefaction has been made; in that mutual conflict, the particles 
of che air which contain the {mall and hard effaviums, will remain 
unmoved, asa Ship beaten by twocontrary winds, will neither go 
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forward nor backwards. However, I will not infer, that they are 
abfolutely unmoveable : it fuffices, for my purpofe, at prefent, that 
they cannot eafily be blown away. For the hunting out of the 
Murtherers, was begun foon after they had committed the Fa@; 
and the Difcoverer was directed in his purfuir, by the Corpuftles 
that continued to {team out of their bodies. 

It’s fo eafy to apply thefe principles to the matter in hand, thar 
I would not trouble you or my felf any farther about it, were it not 
yet neceflary to anfwer fome queftions by the way. Our Country- 
man fele an extraordinary commotion as foon as he entred the Cel- 
lar, efpecially when he came upon the place, where the two? mur- 
thered bodies had fall’n, his Pulfe rofe, he {wet, he grew pale, he 
fell into a {woon, his Wand turned fwiftly ; becaufe thefe efiuvi- 
ums are acute, hard and venemous corpu(cles, which putting him in- 
to Convulfion-fits, contract the bending mufcles of his fingers, 
and confequently make the Wand he holds faft in his hands to turn. 
For there is no myftery in this Wand, it being buc a forked ftick, 
cut at any time from any Tree, and which any one may give him 
if hepleafe, fo chat it ferves only as an outward fign to fhow that 
he is on the foorfteps of che Murtherers. This experiment being 
repeated, a fortnight or three weeks after, the fame effect almoft 
was produced, but differently upon fevera! perfons, according t» 
the difference of their pores and conftitution. The reafon of it is, 
that the air of a Cellar having little communication with that of the 
Atmofphere, che Ejfzviums could not be fo foon diiperfed. Our 
Difcoverer followed the Aflafinates upon the Rhone 3 becaufe thefe 
fteams being fmall, rigid and ponderous, fome of ’em were entred 
into the particles of the Air, and had {topped their courfe for a 
while: He pointed at an Arch of the Bridge of Vienne, under which 
they had paffled; becaufe they being clammy, fome of them had 
tuck at the walls of the Arch. By the fame means he is able to 
fhow the Tables , Beds, and Veffels they have made ufe of. 

He isnot fo much troubled when he follows them upon the 
water, as when he purfues chemupon the land; becaufe in the firit 
cafe, the efHuviums which fall dowm are carried away by thecourfe 
of rhe Kiver: Whereas inthe fecond they remain upon the ground, 
and are drawn up by the Sun or Wind, to fupply the place of thofe 
thet have been difperfed by the motion of the Air. And accord 
ingly, when the crook'd-back Taylor was brought to Lyons, it was 


S=. 
Lo 
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obferved, thatour Countryman couid not go after him, but was 
forced to walk a great way before, co avoid the vexation thac the 
cfiluviuss of this Murtherer put himirto. In fhore, the moft far- 

G pizing 















































42  Peimoirs for the Pugenions. 


prizing circumftance of this relation is, that this Countryman hath 
‘he courage willingly to expofe himfelf to fuch continual troubles, 
in order to bunt out this fort of Rogues; for he muft be either very 
charitable, or have a great reward promifed him.. 

Bur if thefe corpufcles are a kind of poyfon to him, why do they 
not affect other People? becaufe the pores of their bodies are not 
fitted to receive them, or becaufe they can but work upon a certain 
fort of matter, which is not to be found in others; juft as che efflu- 
viums of the Small Pox do infect fuch as never hadthem, but nor 
thofe that have been thoroughly purg’d of that venom. Were I 
acquainted with the man, and had I had occafion to examine his 
conftitution, perhaps! could tell you more particulars.But all thae I 
know of him is, that he was born on the 8th of September, 1662. 
between twelve and onein the morning; That he has the reputation 
of agood fober man, and that his Rrocher born two years after in 
the fame month, has not the fame property. 

You ftill urge, That it is inconceivable how fome few fmal! 
efflaviums fpread through the open Air,thould fo wonderfully direct 
that manin his purfuic. I might mention again the prodigious 
operations of contagious {teams and venomous corpufcles, which I 
have already alledged: I might add to ic that of the Loadftone, 
whofe effliviums paffing through the brain of a man are yet ftrong 
enough to move a touched Needle: For puta Loadftone at one 
of your Ears, and a Mariners Compafs at the other, obferve the de- 
sreeupon which the Needle ftands, and place the Stone and the 
Needle fo, that their Poles of the fame name anfwer to one another, 
and a third perfon looking on the Compafs may obferve.e'ther thar 
the Poles of the Needle do altogether change, or that they de- 
cline above 40 degrees. 

But [have yet a more pregnant inftance. Undoubtedly, you 
have been fick, or at leaft converfant with fick men, and therefore 
you may have obferved that an inconfiderable {mell cr noife, of 
which they would not be fenfiblein health, affects chem very much 
curing their difeafe. The complaints they make of it do not pro. 
ceed from morofenefs, but from a moft unwilling and fenfible vexa- 
non, as Tcanteftify by my own experience. Now as the particles 
that produce fmells and founds trouble a fick man,becaufe his Organs 
are weakened by h's Difeafe. So. the few effluviums that remain 
on the footfteps of the Murtherers, continue to difturb our Coun- 
cryman, becaufe of the violent commotion his Spirits have been put 
mat the placeofthe Murther. 
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2. Asto your queftion, whether he can finell out Duellifts, In- 
cendaries, Adulterers, Perjurics, and other notorious Criminals> | 
anfwer, that my Memoirsgo nut fo far, :hey tell me only of his 
difcovering boundaries of Land, Silver cad Gold hidden in the 
ground, which, you cannot deny, emit effiuviums ; as appears by 
the Autimonial Cups, that will fora year, or longer, communicate 
an Emetic vertue to the Wine that infufes in chem one night. 

3, I fhall finith with an hearty with, That fuch Difcoverers may 
become more common, or that their Talent may be known, and‘im- 
proved if they are already in being. Would’toGod we had a hundred 
People in London, that could hunt out not only Robbers and. Mur- 
therers, but alfo all forts of Cheats and Rogues: and that they were 
allowed fo much for every one that fhou!d be apprehended and con- 
victed by their means. It would be a ready way to reform this great 
City, which however confidering tits bignefs, is not near fo much 
corrupted, as many other I could name. “A ‘bleffing that cannot be 
afcribed but to the public Profeffion of the Proteftant Religion, as 
may be eafily made out. 


February, 6. 
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LETTER VIL 


To. the Honoured Dr. Garth, one of the 
Colledge of ‘Phyficians in London. 








ARGU MENT. 
Of a Dead Body not growing fliff, nor putrefying in Three Weeks 


time. 


Honoured Sir, 

Ince I have undertook to entertain the World with furprizing 

relations, I (hall add here another, that I have from good hands ; 

for tho it be not fo incredible as the former, yet its fo unnommon, 

as to deferve phyfical obfervations; and it being fomewhat out of 

my fphere, I fhall take the liberty of asking your opinion concern- 
We if, 

"Clhande Afaivaiy & French Souldier, having broke one of his Legs in 
feaping over a Ditch, two or three miles from Tournay, was brought 
into an Hofpita! of that City, and fome days after feiz’d with a 
Bloody Flex, which tormented him fo, that having left him no- 
thing but skin and bones, ac !aft it killed him, Nevember 9. 1692, 
being 23 yearsof age. His dead body was put among others to be 
interr'd, but the burier did not take it up, becaufe it appear’d as 
tho it had not been dead, having a chearful countenance, a florid 
colour, flexible limbs, and no ill fcent arall. As it continued 
fo, for feveral days, they put ic in a Coffin, wrapt up in a white 
Linnen cloath, leaving the face and feet uncover’d, fo that it might 
be feen by the curious, who reforted thither in great numbers. Jr re- 
mained in that ftace, without any confiderable change, till the 29° 
of November. thar it was buried, ina Lead Coffin, with his ,name 

engraven 
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engravenupon it, by order of the Archbifhop of Cambray Nay 
this Prelate and the Intendant thought it worth their while to caute, 
each on his fide, a verbal procefs to be made of this accident, both 
toclear the matter of fact, and to preferve the memory of it. 








Dr. Garth’s Anfwer,. 


Reverena Sir, 


Do not much wonder that the dead body fhould continue fo 

many days without any offenfive fmell; becaufe the dyfentery 
prevailing fo long, muft without doubt fo far promote evacuation, 
4s to reduce the body to that emaciated ftate you fpeak off; not on- 
ly the fulphereous parts of the blood, which in their own nature are 
inclinable to putrifie muft be thrown off. butalfoall the other Auid 
and un@tuous humors whatfoever. Befides, I my felf have feen ‘the 
treatment of a Perfon fick of this diftemper at the Hote? Deiu at Parts, 
andI remember the Medicines the Phyficians infifted upon, were 
the Powder of Myrrhe given feveral timesaday, and alfo Turpen- 
tine Clyfters, which were frequently injected, and in a great quan- 
tity. Monfteur Aforaine told meat the fame time, ’twas a method 
generally ufed in their Camp- Hofpicalss now ’tis well known of 
how much ufe Myrrh and Turpentine are to preferve dead. bodies 
from putrefactions confidering alfo the penetrating quality of the 
latter, and its capacity of diffufing it felf fo effeAually. As to thar 
unufual plyablenefS of the Limbs you write of 5 ‘tis certainly the 
animal Spirits which, by their conftant irradiation of the - Nerves, 
keep the body inan eafy habiliry and compliance: Andtho after 
death there can be no animal Spirits, yer there may be fuch an in- 
teftine ftruggle from ciffering particles acting upon one another, as 
may continue that fermentation tho faintly, which at firft was vigo: 
rous, and the occafion of the dyfentery. Thus we fee an acide 
Spirit poured upon Sree], will communicite a heat to the Veffel 
that contains them both, fome confiderable time after the fir(t tu- 
multuous boyling feems to becompofed. But bow far this infenfible 
ebuilitidn may promote 2 florid color, I will not undertake-to deter - 


“mine, unlefs I were fure of the matter of fiat 


Fibr. “40. | LETTER VI, 
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LETTER VII. 
To the Author of thefe Memoirs, 











ARGU MENT. 


The fubjet of this Letter, Philological. A new Argument againjt 
theSocinians. A public and a private Inftruttion ufed in the 
Primitive Charch.That the Myftery of the H. Trinity was not 
openly preached before the Unbaptized; and therefore the 
Creed and the New Teftament not read before the Catechu- 
mensor Probationers. That feveral Dogmes were concealed 
from their Knowledge, as wel’ as the Rites of the Sacraments. 
Who were the enlightnecd. Hebr.vi. 4,5, 6. What gave 
the boldnefs to the Gnofticks of feigning My(teries. The Ori- 
ginal of Arianifm, avd of the Modern Herefies. Inferences 
from this. The Decifonsof the Church ought to be reverenc d. 
Short Reflections of the Author. An Invitation tothe Learx- 
ed toanfwer this Letter. 


STR, 


Haves obferv’d that you are a zealous aflerter of the Myftery 
of the H. Trinity, I make bold to fend you my thoughts con- 

cerning the grand objection that the Sccinians ule to make againft it. 
We hold that this Myftery is the fundamental point of the Chri- 
{tian Religion, and that without the belief of it no Salvation can 
be had: But how fhould it be believed, fay they, when it is not 
preached. The very name of Trinity is not to be found in the 
Books of the three firft Ages of the Church, no more than thet of 
Confubftantial : and as to the Doétrine it felf, it is there fo obfcure- 
ly caught, or varioufly explain’d, that an unprejudic’d pao —_ 
array 
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hardly conceive, that, by fuch general and imperfec notions, the 
vulgar Chriftians could frame to themfelves a diftinét and uniform 
Idea of that Myftery. 

You know the ufe thefe men make of this, that the modeftett 
amonegft them talk of no lefs than rejecting the fundamental Article 
of Faith, asan unneceflary fpeculation.. I hope that the following 
thoughts may folve this difhculry, and that you will not deny them 
a place in your Memoirs, fince they concern one of the moft im- 
portant inquiries of Eccleftaftical Hiftory. 

St. Pani teftifies that the preaching of the Crofs was an occafion 
of Scandal to the 7ews, and appeared a Folly to the Greeks. This 
prejudice being one of the greateft hinderances to the propagation 
of Chriftianity, it was requifite that chey fhould bethink them{elves 
of a way to remove that obftacle. And therefore they ufed a dif- 
ferent method in their Sermons according as they preached,either to 
the fews, or to theGentiles. Tothe firft they proved, That JESUS 
was the womifed A&/jiah, and confequently the Son of God, as they 
themfely confeffed that the Az/rahb thould be. But their miftake 
was, thar they looked upon him as an Earthly King, fent from Hea- 
ven to conquer the We'd, and inflave the reft of Mankind, that 
the fewi/h Nation might Lord it over them : Whereas he was only 
come to reform wicked men, to redeem their Souls, and to ereét a 
Spiritual Kingdom. As to the Heathens, fince Polytiei/m was their 
sroflett error, the Apoftles at firft endeavour’d only to demonftrate 
to them, That there was but one God, who had made Heaven and 
Farth, that he fiil’d the whole Worlds and that therefore it was 
abfurd ro adore fo many Gods, or one and the fame God under fo 
many different forms, or to imagine his virtue to be included in 
Temples, Statues and Images. 

You will teethefe two ways conftantly followed, in the feveral 
difcourfes St. Peter and S*. Paw/ made in the Synagogues of the Jews, 
or to the Gentiles, as at Lyftra and Arhens, Ach. xiv and xvii. And 
this prudent conduct of the firft Preacvers of the Gofpel cannot 
make them to be fofpecied of any prevarication, becaufe they gave 
a fuller inftruction to their new converts, when they faw them per- 
{waded of thofe preliminary points, and in a fit ftate to receive Bap- 
tifm:At whichtime they did not /Lun to declare unto them all theCounfel 
of God. A&. xx. 27: 

S*, Ambrofe in his Commentarieson the 9 Chapter of St. Lule, 
having fhown that S*. Paz! obferved this method in his difcourfe 
defore the Areopagites, rencersa very pertinent reafon of it: ei 
enim tractat, debet audientinn confiderare perfons ne trius irvrideatur quam 
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audiatur, ec. ‘Hethat preaches ought to confider with whom he 
‘has to deal, left he thould be derided before he be filly heard. 
‘ How (hould the Athenians have been per{waded to believe that che 
* word was made Flefh, and that a Virgin had conceived by the H, 
“ Ghoft, when they laughed at the Refurrection of the dead ? How. 
"ever Dionfinus the Areopagite believed, and others likewife believed 
‘inthe man [CHRIST] that they might Lafterwards] believe in 
‘God. For what matters it, in what order we believe? Perfecti- 
‘on isnot looked for at the beginning, but from the beginning [or 
* principles} wecome at laft tobe perfect. And therefore we mutt 
* follow the fame order in the information of the Heathens, which 
©St. Paul followed inthe inftruction of the Athexiaxs, But when 
‘the Apoftles fpoke to the fews, they told’em that he was the Me- 
‘ fa promifed by the prophetical Oracles, tho they did not prove 
‘him by their own authority to be the Son of God,before they had 
‘demonftrated that he was a juft and holy man and rifen from the 
“dead, that man of whom it’s faid, Zhou art my Son, this day have 
“1 begotten thees 

But we have ftill a more pregnant teftimony of the conftant ufe of 
this method, in refpeét of the Neophites,or beginners, and of perfect 
Chriftians. St. Paw! makes the diftinétion himfelf, and marks the 
the different ways he ufed toward them, when he fays to the Coria- 


. thians,(a)I could not fpeak unto you, as unto Spiritual,but as unto Carnal, 


even as unto babes in Chrift. Ihave fed you withmilk, and not with meat : 
for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able: for 


‘vem. ye are yet Carnal. Whereupon Clemens Alexandrinus fays, (6) ‘ He 


‘ gives here a Caution, leit the words (or myfteries - fhould be madz 
“publick to the Vulgar... For when he efferts that milk beloncs 
“to Children, 2nd that meat is the food of the perfeét, he under- 
“ftands by milk the Catechifz, which is as the firft nourifhment of the 
‘Soul, and by meat a fublime Contemplation, which is the very fizth 
‘and blood of the Word, that is an apprehenfion of the Divine 
‘ power and eflence: Tast and fee, lays he, that Chrift u the Lord, 

Orizen is of the fame opinion in hisCommentaries onSt. Adztrhew(c) 
andSr. Fohn.(d)But the Anonymous Author of the Commentaries on 
St. Paxl’s Epiftles, (who certainly liv’d in the fourth Age, tho this 
work be none of St. Ambrofe’s to whom it is afcribed) {peaks yer 
more to the purpole. Q#€dam funt (Afteria Religions nofire, que 
propter caruales fenfus, ne {caadalum patiantur, acile publicari non debent, 
guia non omnibus dicenda fant omnia, fed pro unius cujnfque captu moderanda 


fant atcha, aliter rudtbits, aliter fundatis. ‘There are fome My fteries 
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“of our eligion, which ought not to be eafily divulged, becaute 
‘ of the carnal fenfes that may be put upon them, left they give oc- 
‘ cafion of {candal : But our words ought to be proportioned to the 
‘capacity of each underftanding, and propofed otherwife ta th 
‘weak, than to thofe that are firm and well-grounded in the truth. 
Sozemen in the hit t Book of his Ecclefiattical Hiftory, Ch. 19. 


IVES this reafon of his 5 omitting the Nicene Creed, that t¢ mz probal fe 


that feveral , who were nt INITIATED ia the Holy 2 Series 

might read his Book. And therefore Origen, making an enumeratioi 

of the Articles of the Creed that are concea!’d from none, mcntone 

the ioe bee 9 and Returrection of our Saviour, our rifing fr om 

the De * and the laft Jadgmeacs. but pafles by the Myftery ‘of the 

Holy Trinity. To this may be refers’d this faying of Sz. G:; egory 
Nazianzen ( a’, They who effeem the Haly Ghoft to be Ged, have a aivine (2) Ora. 


} ‘ . } } Z 
Gna enlightuea mina, they who aljert him to be fo, if tl; ‘ey {pes ik to ft ACD 44. de Spir. 


° } “a P , y° 7, 
a dreo a fonnd juarnent, ave of fo: 1790 thou Td its: but if their hearers Sant 
} - } 
be 3 IC aK 5) th eV ¢ 17 C nor ra Act “ i [pen ‘Cr J 0} the , ry wh 5) Lo Cu ft pear ls t”to L4e 


MUHA. 

by thefe and many other Paflages that might be alledg'd , it’s 

* that this concealing of the moft myfterious Doctrines of Chri- 
ia nity Was ge erally receiv'd in the Eaftern and Weftern Churches : 
fo far,that ch  Youngelt Cute pumers Were in many ofthem not allow'd 
to hear the reading of the Lora’s Pray rer and he . ‘reed, nor of the 
Golpels and Epiftles DUE O aly of the Old Teftame ts much lefs w ere 
the Tews and Heathexs admitted toit. And the na it is that the 
Cath ‘er Church {h wed fach a refent ment agi inft thofe, who by 
wean and for fear of the torments they were threatned with, 


had < deliver ‘d the fered 1 Books iato the hands of the Infidels, brand- 
7 

ing them \ ith th infamous name of Traditores. Moreove! r, fince it 

appears chat this Wieipline was firmly eftablithed, and receiv'd 


all 
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ted by ay C Git “il but abs 1y 5 retain a ata ROPE, 7.1 he ft ae tly eft cer? "d an 
Ayala Tradition. We may reafonab| co clude that this method 
of conceal ing the highett M iter sof the Chriftian Rei igion , is 
deriv'd from the Apoftles, and cheir firtt and c hief Ditci iples sf I 
ticfe ancient Ph thers were fo ni ice } in seen ie den when tn their 
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paoiicx Sermons their Text led chem to a more pa! ticular } Explica- 
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tioaot fome of thofe fecree D>&rines, they cut om tne thread of 
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a lad the Competentes, that is,fuch, who after a long and ferious exami- 
mere admitted Candidates for Holy Baptifm, and in orde 


natn 8 a 
thereto reccivd a more particular inftruction , are called yracsmer, 
bxowing Ht 1 Oppofition to the Neophytes, or Beginners. 

p ut, | eft you fhould anfiwer, with fome Proteftant Divines, That 
Us ¢ concealing concerned onl y ly the Rites and Cer ‘emonies of the two 
Sucraments, Baptifm, and t! ne Lot ‘d 's Supper 3 ; I fhall add two Pafla. 


A. ~~ & & 
1 


hich {4 em [0 ¢ decice the quei oftion. The firft is of Sr. Bafil (a); 


\ 
, 


yy \ 
. who plainly dittit wuilhes between fecret Doctrines, and thofe that 


mi: ih c bem ade | ‘a ali ick. A Dogme, {ays s he, us one thing, and Preaching 
ts anothirs, for Deo gmes are to ba hens wricate, and Preaching to be made pub- 


} 


ick, The other, which is of Sr, Oy! of ferufalem, is {till more 


tet 


ch, Dy egnants for (pea king of fome Articles of the Creed (4 ), he fays, 


Thefe Myfteries and Sacraments, the Church now reveals to tho 
‘chat have p2fled Cathecumens, it being unufual toe: plain ‘em to 
“the Geutiles: For wedo not declare to any Heathen the fecret 
* Myfteries of the Fa ther , Son, and Holy Ghoft: but we ieth 
“much and often in an obfcure way, that the faithful, who know 
Me ele things, may under{tand us ; ‘and thofe that are unacquainted 

chem, may not be hurt. 

This Circuit nipect ion of the primitive Church may be cf great 
ufe to explain thae famous Paflage, Heb. vi. 4, 5,6. I ‘simpoffible for 


Q 


thofe who were once ent ightned ana have saffed of the heaven ly Lift, and 
vere MA ae parta thers of the Hol Ghost, and have tafted the § 2004 Word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come: If they fhall fall away, to rc- 
sey ae 2 Again unto repentance , feeing shes crucify to themfelves the Sux 
Ong val at pet him to open fhame. Pray obferve the various 
legrees << rough w hich thefe Apoftates | had pals'd : they were once 
lest leg, illuminati, enlightned, this is the very name in Greek of the 
Competentes, Or Candidates for Boptifm. In that ftate they had taffed or 
c heavenly gift, Segeas & trees i, ee the fublime and c — 
‘Yyuths chat were before conceal d from them, began, then a 
narted to them: nay, the ‘y had be -n decin d worthy to be railed 
as ner, and to be made 0 rtal ers of the gift $ of the Holy Ghost, by the 
Sacrament of Baptilin, — the impofit tion of hands. Then it was 
tH) sat they relithed the #ord of God asthe molt /ubfaatial food of the 
Soul, Hadav Os pyre, and th eh en of a future life é, as the erearelt 
comfort Of this. No wo ncer therefore if Men brought fo har dly and 
lowly trom {0 low a flation to fuch a high degree of aceite | 
they come to apoltatize, tO forfa ke and betray the truch, to fall down on 
4, ‘ada: i, megria)lev, no wonder, | {35 ry, if fuch Men cannot poffibly be 
ett to Reventance. for their 2 \poftaty mutt needs proceed from 


© 
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as Dotto! nlefs a malice, as that of the heads among the 7ewi/s Priefts 
and Pharifees, who crucify'd our Saviour, tho’ they knew him to be 
th e Meffiah, 

The eafie Solution of all the Phexzomena or dependences of a Sub- 
‘ect, is 2 {trong Proof of the truth of an Hypothelis in Hiftorical, as 
well asia P hilofoph tical Matters. Pray, what good account can you 
give of the birt! hof fo many Herefies immediately after the death 
of the Apoftles ? for all the Herefiarchs were not fo impudent as 4y- 
menens and Philetes, ot Simon the Magician, Valentin, Bafilides, Cae 
crates, Artemon, Marcon, &cc. boafted to be the true Difciples of the 
Apottles, who, as they pretended, had entrufted them with their motft 
fecret Doétrines. Had there been in the Peoples hands an Abridg- 
ment of the Chriftian Do ci ine,fo much as our Church-Catechifm, 
or at leaft as the Creed alcrib’d to the Apoftles. Had it been the 
univerfal Opinion that this fhore Inftracti or Creed containd all 
the Articles neceflary to falvation, and that Chrift and his firft Dif- 
ciples had taughe nothing bur what was briefly comprehended i in 
thofe Summaries, then it had been an ez fy task for the moft vulgar 
Capacity ¢ to have convi: iced thefe f Hereticks, by telling them, That 
fince the Apoftles had been altogether ignorant of thele pretended 
Myfteries, they were but ve dmens Dreams. On the contrary mK 
is hard to conceive how the Valentinians,Bajfilidians, and ot her Gio Fics, 
fhould have made bold to vent their -Aones, their Abrax. wand other 
impel tinent Fancies,for Apoftolical Tr aditions s had not the cuftom 

amonett the Orthodox of keeping their Myfteries fecret, given an 
innacer t OC “af ion to that Impofture. 

The C ‘hurch was no fooner at peace, and the fear of the Heathens 
leriding our Myiteries fomewhat abated, but the Chriftian Doéors 
thought the time was come for them to explain more at la ge their 
feculative Dogmes. And then it was th at they fell out into a 
Schifm, that m ight have prov'd the ruine of Chr ifti ianity, had not 
the merciful Go d pr evented it, by hafteni me the death of ‘Qui ‘an the 
Apotate. Arins made che Son and the Ho! 'y Ghoft inferior to the 
Kather: Alexander ould | have them equal, and of the fame nature: 
Pifttlius of Ane 7a, and | is Followers.toc a aim iddle way,and afirmed 
the three e divi a tO be of a i ikeng fure. C an one 1} magin e, 
the 


thof e Es cat made como on, ha t there wou! t have rif en if ma- 


foever the Ch riftian Religion ma y be ranch , the: € will be anny ays 
Hereties, as we have feen at the beginning of the | teformation, w! hen 
no fuch obfcurity mi ote be pretended, But the Cafe is quite dil- 
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ferent, fr befides that our Reformers had not the fame Authority 
wich the Apoftles, nor the fame deference paid to them ; that each 
Sect had Reformers of its own, and that as to this Myftery.no new 
UU: refies have been invented, but only the old revived 5 we ought to 
-opficer that the Remax Church having ufurped the whole Power of 
rhe Catholick Church, and afterwards mifufed it, by erecting a moft 
intolerable Lyranny,a great part of herMempets thought they mighe 
deprive her of hec ULurpations, by examiningmatters anew. And 
then ic happen’d, as ordinarily it does in Civil W ars, thatthe Heads 
not agreeing among themfelves, each endeavoured to make an in- 
rereft as great as he could in the diftraéted Kingdom, and* then mo- 
dell’d his part into a {eparate State. . 

From all this, conclude’ That the Socinians are very unjuft, when 
they demand of us paflages of the Azte- NiceneFaihers,not only for the 
eflenrial part of this Myftery, viz. thac there are three Perfons, Fa- 

her, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and however one onely God ; but even 
or the manner of it, as that they are coequal, coeternal, confubftantial, 
“c. They areno lefs unreafonable in catching hold of every petty 
JitFereace they can perceive betwixt thefe ancient Writers, without 
confidering that this Myftery being then not publickly taught, we 
oa expect to find but fome few ftootfteps of it in the Books of 
chofe times; or if we meet with more particular Accounts, the dif- 
ference that may be betwixt ’em, ought notto furprize uss for it 
would be a Miracle, fhould it happen otherwife in fuch metaphyfi- 
ca] matters, when they are chiefly preferved by way of Tradition. 

What then, are we bound alivays to remain in the ftate of Chil- 
ven, andcanive not beallow’d toframeco our felves any diftiné 
21 ofthat Myftery ? This I will not fay, but only that we oughe 
‘o keep clofe ro the definitions of the Church in this matter, as 

ving been fufhciently examin’d in a time,. when that tradition was 
vet freth encugb in the memory of men. Its true the Arians pre- 
tenced to have Tradition on their fide, 2s well as the Catholicks » 
out the firft did not agree among themfelves, Arius, Aetiw, and the 
relt of che Ancmears, maintained their opinions chiefly by Peripatetic 
Teneuts. The Semi-Ariaxs, Who made up the beft and ftrongeft part 
among{t them, own'd the Soa of God to be of a like Nature with 
») Dw Pin. His Bather, which fentiment differ'd but in words from the Ortho. 
oud. Bibl. chodox, asalearned Author has lately obferved (4). So that the: 
Br rue Tradition was foon difcerned and received, and it is both ab- 
furd and unjuft to cull in queftion the decifion of the ancien: 
Church again, in a time, when we want moft of the proofs and 
helps thatthe Council of Nice and Conffantinople had to determine the. 
matter, Ide 
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I do not know your opinion about Ecclefiaftical Difcipline and 
Government, but 1 am perfwaded that to deny the Church a lawful 
and moderate Authority, isto expofe the Chriftian World to per- 
petual Schifms, and to trample Religion under foot. Ir’s true chat rhe 
Roman Church has carried this power to an unbounded height: but 
becaute there have beenTyrants,can there never arife juft Princes? or, 
ty be freed from the arbitrary commands of an imperious Monarch, 
{hall we have no Governors at all? The Remedy would be worfe 
than the Difeafe, and our Diviffons both in Church and State,mighe 
have caught us the fad confequences of this miftaken Policy. 

@, 1 do mot well know what to [ay to this Letter. It cannot be denied but 
that there are fome things true: however ynethinks,] perceive [everal miftakes 
ia it, [n thes uncertainny, I thought the bef? way I could take was to publifh it, 
in hopes that fome of our learned Divines might vouchfafe to return an are 
fwer toit, and redvefs the Author's faults. For the Queftion feems one of 
the moft important in Ecclefiaftical H’story : Whether the Myftery of the 
H Trisicy has been openly raughe, and before all forts of People, du- 
ring the three firft Centuries?/ fhall wait a month or two for [ome Anf[wers 
aad if auring that time there comes nothing tomy bands, I {hall endeavour my 
‘elf to make [ome remarks upon this Letter. 











LETTER Ix. 
ARGUMENT. 


a Way to preferve Fruits found and entire from one Seafon to 
another. The Nature and Compofition of Glafs, and its chief 
properties explained. That neither Air nor Water nor even 
the moft fubtile Odors can penetrate it, proved by feveral Ex- 
periments. Objections againft thefe Propofals anfwered. 


STR, 

YOU think it almoft impoffible to preferve Fruits a whole year, 

without lofing any thing of their Color,Figure, Tafte, or Sa- 

vor: I fuppofe I have found a way that comes pretty near it, which 
you may try, whenfoever you pleafe, 


Take 








‘ 


and cleanneither too green nor too ripe; but take care above al] that 
it be not wet, cover it with a {topple or lid of Glafs, and feal ic 
Hermetically, melting the brink of the lid and the lips of the vedle 
with the flame of a Candie, that chey may be incorporated toge- 
ther: fet this Vefle] in a place neither teo cold nor too hot,asa deep 
Cellar, whofe air, having but little communication with the exte- 
rior air, may remain the whole year, almoft in the fame ftate : I fay, 
thac thefe Fruits fhall be preferved found without receiving any fen- 
fible alreration; which I prove thus. 

Glafs is mace of the Athes of a Plant called Scxde, and of Fearn, 
whole particles are of an irregular figure, and contain many porous 
and {pongious Salts: which being expofed co the utmoft activity of 
the fire have their corners broken, and their {mall fuperficies fo po- 
liihed, that they touch one another almoit on all fides. However 
as the Aihereal matter iscircumfufed every where, and in a conti- 
nual agitation; and that the fluid particles of che melted Athes can- 
not refift the motion of this matter, fo it gets a free paffige betwixt 
them, but foftreighe, that neither the fineft corpufcles of the air. nor 
che fmalleft atome of any thing befides ir felf, can pas through thefe 
pores. Thence itis thie Glafs is tranfparent, and witnal impenetrable 


mewes se ee ae ee Oe be oe 

toany other bodies, but the {mail par of light. 
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Thence likewife proceeds the fragility ofGlats.for as it is rot com- 


as to {top the paflage of the Akthereal matrer; it plainly follows 
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they muft be liable to aneafy divifion. This however does not im- 


co 
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ina Bottle Hermetically fealed, do not fenfibly tranfoire, how hard 
foever the Bottle be fhaken, and the Liquor heated by that motion. 
When you cut the bark of a green Cedar-tree, there comes our a2 
moft {trong and piercing Spirit in the form of fmoak, which how- 
ever caniot penetrate through the pores of a Cryftal Viol, ex- 
cremely thin, and fealed with melted Glafs, fo far as to impart any 


ching of its {mell to the Water inthe Viol Of odours, thofe that 
are 
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are continually emittec from the bodies of living Creatures are none 
of the weakeft, as appears by the quick forelling. of Dogs: and yet 

a Gentleman having put a P artridge into a thin G ‘als Veilel, which 
be clofel ly fopp'd, and plac -d inadark corner oF the room, and ha- 
i ng | let outa Spaniel, which raa about a jong whileshowever neither 
the Dog nor the Partridge were ever fenlible that they were fo near 
one ancther. 

If che fubtle corpufcles of odours cannot be admitted through the 
pores of the Glafs, much le! Swill ¢ the gi ‘ofieft particles of the Air 

and Wate T get entrance theie e. And therefore a Bottle having been 
heated 3 and filkd with well-cry'd and pounded Salt, and then Her- 
metically featd it was let down into 4 pit, and there left a fortnight 

in che water, alter hich time it was drawn up again, and the Sale 
found as dry and entire as ¥ hen it was fi ft put into the Glaf&. Ne- 
erthelefs I will not ry t tat this exper iment having been reiterated 
Sei ltimes, it once o vice hs "a that fome moiltnefs was per- 
ceive on one fice of the Bo rete, which yet does hot import that the 

V ater seinen thr: Ougi F if, for th “0 it would I; ave wetted w 1] 
wer s but only, that the Bottl hades not been fufhiciently 
heated, nor the Air nee rarely ‘dy the faid Air rem: und in 
: e Bottle, had been condent fed into Water » bY the coldnefs of 
the Pir. 

Thet fe Experime: ents, the truth or which I cannot fufpect , as =ide 
ving been mace by curious fearchers of Nature, perlwade me, That 
the external agents, as air, vapour , exhalations, wa ter, 2 and os 
like, which procuce more € eAeaually ‘the > corruption and diflipation 
ot bodies, C2 ingot operate Upon (ach as are e clofe.y included in Gla 

But yo will | fay,Th: t th e corrupt ion of Fruits pi ‘oceeds from an in- 
te! {Dr} incip Nev! 2 from the fermenta ition of their juices, which i is in- 

se a eas d by the action of the air,ind the nitrous,watery,and other 
eteTOgENE Dus Kodiak which its corpuicies cont: 1in in their caviries:bue 
-nnot altogether ceafe, tho you ta ake away this partial caufe. Befides, 
e fern eine offoft and tender Fruits,as Cherries, Straiv- berries, 
Ss Oe ETrics, Corants, Goole- berries, Plums > Wigs, Gra DES, and th is 
5 Is €xtrac rdinary quick, and: may be accid entally increafed in 
is Glats-Veftels by the 1 natural weight and | preffure of thefe Fruits, 
which by their pofition being directed towards the bottom of the 
lafs, mutt needs bruize one anothers skins, mix together and fer- 


ah the more vicsently, that there is neither room nor paffage to 
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This diffi Ity feems to overt brow all the former fpeculations ; 
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ing reafons, experiments and conjectures. I. That when Fruits 
have attained a certain degree of ripenefs, they remain for a 
while in chat (tate, provided they be gather’d at that time, and taken 
awav from the action of the Sun. 2. That if they come afterwards 
to ferment and rot, this proceeds either from their mutual preffure, 
or from the impreffion of aerial, nitrous and watery corpulcles. 3. 
Thar if it werenot fo, no Fruits cculd be kept a week. 4. Thatin 
the Southern parts of Frarce they ufe 2 very ealy way to prelerve 
bunches of Grapes till the very months of Apri? or Ada : they cut 
‘em in fair weather, and chufe fuch as are white, thinly fet, of a 
competent maturity, and whofe Grapes sre fomewhae big; they 
hang em ina {hady place, and fhelter’d as much as poffible from the 
effects of the Sun and Wind ; and unilefs the feafon be extraordinary 
moift, itnever, or but very felcom happens that they rot, but only 
that they infenfibly dry away, and lofe their tafte by length of time. 
From all thisits plain, that the fermentation of Fruits comes ei- 
ther from their preffare one upon another, or from the operation 
of the Air and Sun; and that Fruits included in aGlafs Hermetically 
fealed, and kept in a fhady and temperate place, will be only ex- 
pofed to the firft inconveniency : fo thac if chere could be found an 
Oy! without any fmell and tafte, and chat Fruits were made to Givim 
init, aud bothincluded in a Glafs-veflel ftopp’d as before, this 
would methinks do the work eficcinally 5 for fuch an Oyl having no 
particles thin enough to enter into the pores of Fruits, its grofs ‘and 
fat particles would ftop the faid pores, hinder the ove: flowing of 
the juices, and confequently the fermentation. 4 
Since I writ this, I have beea inforim’d by a worthy Gentleman. 
a great lover of Natural Philofopay, ofa curious Experiment, wich 
wonderfully confirms my conjefure, 7s. that he had preferw’'d Fy 
frefh, having been before cleansd, ina Glafs Veflel fill’d with Olive 
Oy], and carefully ftopt, a whole year; and chat neither the Oy! 
ner the Fith loft any thing of their tafte. 
And therefore to avoid the trouble of Sealing the Glafs Hermeti- 
cally, or the danger of breaking it in melting its lips, it would per- 
haps fufice to cover the joyning of the Lid and Veflel with fevers! 
layings of Clay and Paper be:ween them ; for that this is enoneh to 
keep out the air and moiftnels, appears by the daily expeiience of 
the Chymifts, who preferve in long neck’d Bottles ftopt that way, not 
only their Salts and Oils, but even their moft volatile and {pirituous 
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ARGU MENT. 


Mr. Locke’s Opinion about innate Idea’s rejected. That we have 
a natural and pofitive Idea of Infinity. That it is the fame 
with that of the Immenfity of God. A. xvit.27, 28, ex- 
plaid. That Infinite Space is the moft real of all Beings. 
Dr. Sherlock’s Objections anfwered. Difference between inde- 
terminate and infinite. Metapbyfical, Theological and Phy- 
fical Arguments for our Elypothefis. That the laft Particle 
of Bodies muft needs be hard and rigid, and that therefore she e 


fubtil matter of the Cartefians is an unaccountable Figment. 


SIR, 
OU will needs have my opinion about innate Idea’s, and you 

# arenot content that I refer you to fo many Authors as “have di 
courfed of ‘em. Mr. Locke feems to you to have demonftrated their 
non-exiftence fo plainly, that you could with, for the honor and 
tenquility of mankind, he had fuperfeded from fo dangerous an 
undertaking. You neither appr ove the high flights of Defcartes, no 
the b ite idea our Englifh Phil lofopher gives of humane Nature. Vs 
would have me to confute ’em both; as if it became every forry 
writer to meddle with fo great names, or as if it were an eafy mat- 
ter, to find out new notions on a {ub sject, th: at has fo often been 
brought under examination efpially for me,Ww ho am fo far from find- 
ing ault with ‘em, thatl believe they are both in the right in fome 
reipeét. 

However! would Mr. Locke had {pa red fome our expreffions, as 
as that a (a) foetesin the Ateher’s womb differs not winch frem the fate of (#) : ea 
a Vegetable ; 5 (b) that a decr aM old mast ts not far al ~ the condition 4 cin 
Cockle or an Opfter. Such pafl lages ger 4 joyned with his eainefines p. 14. 
in decrying a ; inn: ite Ideu’s, either sce: Vor of moral Vertue; in (b) p. 6. 
proving that the foul fleeps by while 6,45 e'l as thebody 5 th at it is 
a Tabula rafa, a white paper, a mes ing i naturally engraven, 
Out Chat our fenfes and reflexiors write On it al that we come ta 


know by fucceffion of time; h’ is exalting the a fate ard knowledge 

of Beafts: All this, I fay, would induce any sae who were not 

throughly acquainted with the Author, to believe th at he is noc 
hs 1. > 1 


much inclined to grant immortality to 2 fubftance, for which he his 
fo little efteem. I Por 




















<8 Memoirs for the Jnaenious. 


For my part, as Tam perfwaded that Me. Locke is far from fuch 
thoughts, and that if there be any color for crawing fach, confes 
quences out of his Book, it proceeds only from this, thit he has ap- 
plied himfelf wore to pulling down than to building up. 1 (hall 
therefore take the liberty to propofe my fentiments in fome things, 
wherein I differ from him, fuch as the Idea of God, which I hold 
to be innaté or natural to thinking beings : And I am the more wil- 
ling to publith my reafons for this cpinion, that it is extremely be- 
neficia] to mankind. 

If wehave a natural Idea of Infairy, we have a natural Idea of 
God; for God alone isinfinite. Mr. Locke will not deny the confe- 
quence, and as to fuch Cartefians as would contelt the reafon I give 
for it, viz. that God alone isinfinite, I refer them to my 34 Letter, 
wherein I hive fufficiently prov’d that the whole mafs of Matter 
cannot be infinite, and conf queniy no part of it. 

That we have an Idea cf Infinity is confefsd on all (ides, the que- 
ftion only is, how we came by’t ? The Gentlemen of M® Locke's opi- 
rion will not grant it preceeds immediately frcm God, and that we 
fee as it were a rough draught of his effence, when we contemplate 
the Idea of Infinity: So thatI am only to prove that this Idea cannoe 
be formed by the various complications of all the others wherewith 
the fens furnifh our underftanding. And then this Icea muft needs 
be natural, or come immediately from God, which is all one, as to 
iny prefent defign. 

That the Idea of Infinity cannot be form’d by fenfible Idea’s, I 
dermonttrate thus: The Idcea’s prefented to my mind by the fenies 
are Idea’s of finire objects varioufly complicated by the underftand- 
ig, Which is a finite power too: But there is an infinite diftance 
betwixt finite aud infinice ; and therefore our limited underftanding 
connoc out of finite Idea’s form an Idea of Infiniry. 


[: would be unprofitable to alledge that ar leaft we can get thac 
way a negative Idea of Infinity? for a negative Idea fignifies nothing 
at all: or if thefe nwo words put tegether have any fenfe, they only 
expre(s that there is no relation between two Ideas thet we filently 
compare, viz. that which we have, and thet which we Jook for. Be- 
ing much convertant with corporeal obj: ts, we may indeed make 
{ome eftimare from them, and fo imagine that toe, 000, oco, fathoms 
or ages come nearer to immenfiry or eternity, than a line or a mi- 
nute; but the firft are in reality as far from infinite extenfion and in- 
finite duration, as the laft. And as aman who founds a fathomlefs 
deep, has not any more diftant knowledge of its depth , when he 
has let fall his line to the very end, than when he firft put it into che 
witer; fo, after wehave wearted our felves with making all 
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poffible additions to unity, we are not a jor nearer advaiie’d to an 
idea of Infinity. 

Thence it’s plain that thofe who fuppofe to get the Idea of infi- 
nity that way, and by adding at laft this viet eos without Limits, 
miftake che Idea vl scone minate for th at of infinite. But fince in- 
determinate and infiaize are objects really ciffe tity the fir{t expref- 
fing but our ignorance of the real extenfien or duration of an "ob- 
ject, and the fecond a real and pofitive quality of the object to 
which it is afcribed s fince tsvo Ideas how like foever they be con- 
ceived are not one and the f@ me, and 1 fince a true Idea ought to 
reprefent the object fo as it isin it felf} and that the Id ea of an inde- 
terminite or indefvite extention dees not repre efent :eal and pofitive 
infinity: ic plainly follows that the Idea of indeterminate is not thac 
of infinite. 

This miftake comes ct hiefly from two caules, firt from our con- 
founding the notions of pofitive and compleat, as Mr. Locke Goes 2 al 
alongs bec aufe We are accultome d (0 pafs over, or confider but 
flightly fuch Ideas as co not flronply ef dt us. Secondly, Pecaule 
by an oversreat famiiarity wich corporeal things, we ha ve uled our 
felves to meafare and diftinguith | by twee tne objects cf the iarelle- 
ctu world, whence proceed our grofs fdea’s of {piri ua) bein: BS, a ng 
thar we have fo few proper names to exprels TKS 0 quaiitie:. Thus 
men havin ie IV ented nC pl “O} Jer W ord ee) liga ify is ifinity, but content- 
ing themieé Ives with a nevative expreflion n, they are apt to Lap t 

the ching as negative as the n: ame, and (0 conce ive in f nity ason Exe 
rations, 2 fuppofition mae at pieafure which includes no reality. 

Bur the neceflity that there is that there the wld - on infinit te be- 
ing, ought 09 have undeceived us, and convinced us of its real ex- 
iftence Wecansaot conceive time without eternity, for time fup- 
pofes a beginning, and beginning a coufe. Nei it ner can the exifience 


~S5 
of the in: umerable and various cres tu €S, whi ihadornt eli verile, 


as 


be fat! Ly CONCEIV ‘d and expla un d, without the 10) ¥ ee aTion Of fa Creator 
— ein Wife om, Power and Goodnels. And the refore lince there 
an Infinite | being , {ince c Wwe have an Idea of it, being able co aiftin- 

; ‘ith it fi om ra and ndetert wohl fi: ce If CANOE be uw HT d oy 
< fenfes; itremains ouly thatit be natural, or that ic come jnme- 
ciately from Gea, : 
The fenfes are fo f far fr ‘om helping us to this difcovery, that to be 
{uc ccefstul in ir, we muft adfirect our thoughts fromall fenfible ob- 

jects, that being empty of the C TeatOres, th ey May be filed withthe 
Creator. And accordingly, we fing ib y experience that if we “a pole 
but for a moment all other beings to be annihilated, be efides us think- 


ing, our thoughts will prefently | fink into the bottomlels cee p of im- 
2 menfity, 
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menfity, which is that yos'y 7% Oe¥ thatilluftriousCharaGter of theDi- 
vinity manifefted in the foul of man, that proper Idea of real infi- 
nite, which we fought for, having neither beginning nor end, fince 
it isnot formed by a continued feries of additions, and does not be- 
ein ata point, a minute, or an unity, nor terminate when cur foul is 
tired with innumerable progreflions. 

I have often admired the deep fenfe of chat famous paflage, where 


a ~ Q 
#~/5 40. 


(Asian, a blind man does by groping and feeling aboutvafter it, and livelily 
= reprefents the fruitle(S endeavours or fortuitous fuccefles of thofe Phi- 
lofophers, who feek God in the Creatures,and labor to frame an Idea 
of his infinite perfections, by putting together all che perfections of 
corporeal beings. To redref{s them he adds, that he ws not far from 
every one of ws, for that inhim we live, we move and have our being: which 
thews that the fitreft place to meet with Gad in, is our own foul {e- 
parated from corporeal objects, and that the trueft notion we can have 
of the Creator is to conceive him as that infinite all, which contains 
aj) the Creatures, in whom they exift, in whom they live, and by 


ii 


whom they move. : 

If it be objeéted that it is a debafing of the Effence of God to cons 
ceive it under the Idea of an infinite {pace, which if it be any thing 
ot all, is the neareft to nothing, or that it is to make God extended, 


- confequent!y corporeal, I anfiver, 1. That Space is a real Being, 
for that it has properties, and [ have prov’d it (e) to be indiviii- 
ble, Penetrable, infinite, independent and Eternal. 2. Thatcreated 
Beings have indeed fome conformity with nothing, in that they have 
bezun and may ceafe to be; whereas infinice Space being Eterna! 
and independent, is of all things che moft remote from nothing that 
can be imagin’d. 3. That this pretended conformity between Space 
and Norhing is only a miftake of our Senfes, ufed to material objects ; 


tor tho it be nothing corporeal or created, it's neverthelefs a moft real 
and neceflaryBeing. 4. That no object is fo far from the notion of cor- 
noreity, as the Idea cf Spaces; for Matter is finite, divifidle, and im- 


penetrable; and Space infinite, indivilible and penetrable. §. Tho: 
the immenfity and fimplicity of God induces me to conceive at firft 
his Effence under the notion of Infinite Spaces yet I do not {top 
there, but only make ufe of that Idea to advance further in the know- 
edve of his perfections. For becaufe I fee that the Idea of Infinite 
Sxtenfion cannot be annihilated, I conclude from thence that the be- 
cng reprefented by itis real, independent and eternal: And as con- 

tingent 
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tingent and annihilable Beings muft needs have a caufe of their exi- 
{tence and duration, I conclude that they owe both to this real and 
independent Being. Moreover, as foine of thofe Beings are endow'd 
with feveral perfections of knowledge, power, wifdorn, juftice anc 
goodnelfs,I infer that this real Beicg pofleiies them all eminently ind 
infinicely,and that he is omnifcient,omnipotent, 2:1 wile, all-juft and 
all-good. 

This Notion being rightly conceivd, all the Objections that may 
be made againtt ir, fall of their own accord, which I (hall thew ia 
what has been alledg’d by one of the greateit Mafters of Reafon in (2) Dr. 


-~ 


this Age (2). ‘ Wehave, fas be, an imagination of infinice {pace, a 
“which we can fet no bounds to; but how far foever we extend 7770" 
‘ony thoughts, we can ftill imagine fomething beyond that; but then ppe 
“we have no Notion, that {pace is any thing but only a capacity to 
“receive fomething: nay, it feems to me to be nothing elfe bue an 
‘imaginary Idea of Extenfion feparated_ from Body and Matter; as 
* we conceive place to be diftiné? from the Body which fills the place, 
‘and therefore that if the Body were annihilated , place wou'd re- 
* main ftill of the fame dimentions which the Body had chat fill'd ir. 
This, | confefs, is true of the Idea of indeterminate, but not of the 
Notion of real Infinite, which offers itfelf to our mind, when we 
abftraét our thoughts from the confideration of Creatures; fo thac 
this Jdea being not formed either by addition or fubitraétion, it can 
neither be ercreafed nor diminithed. 

(4) “Itis not the defect of our Imagination that we cannot con- (4) p. 77. 
‘ ceive an infinire Fxtenfion, but Reafon tells us that chere neither is 
‘nor can be any fuch Exrenfion, bur what may be extended farther : 
‘now what cannot be,cannot be a real Being,for whatever is real, is, 
Tl own that indeterminate cannot be infinite 5 bur it follows nor from 
thence, that infinite itfelf doesnot actually exift. Our abftras+ dea 
of Infiniry is true, pofitive and plain enavgh ; for it reprefents its 
Obiect fo, as really it is, vz. peretrable, unmoveable, indivifible, 
without beginning nor end 5 tho’ it be not as adeguate and coimpleat 
as thatof a Triangle or a Square; it being contradictory, thar a finire 
Spirit fhou'd perfeétly comprehend Inf 

(-) “If a Spirit be omniprefent by infini 
*fubftance of the Spirit is not prefentevery- where, but part of itis * 
“in one place, and pare ia another, asmany miles diftant from each 


eS , vel vh as t- 
Sxtemion, the Wace (-\ib.n.9 
CG Pilie~ at 


‘ other, as the places are where fuch parts of the omniprefenct Spiric 

‘are. What isindivifible has no parts, but infinite Extention or 

Spice is indivifible; (d) for what can be divided, muft be fo, by 

any matter or body coming between its two feparated parts, which (1) See 
mut remove. their extremities farther: bur there is. none fuch. in alts fe" 
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fimple and infinite Space, and therefore infinite Sp2ce is properly 
indivifiple. Now what has no pares isnot prefene by parts, and 
vhat is not prefentby parts, is prefear by its whole iubftances; and 
therefore an omniprefent or infinite Spirit is prefent every-where by 
its whole fubftance. 

Your confuled Notions of ExtenGon will ftill fuggeft to you,thae 
this is a meer Sophifm: But fuppofe 2 Man were fo ridiculous as to 
offert, that che Divine Power which operates amongft Angels, is not 
the tame that keeps the Devils in awe, and therefore that God has 
two Powers of different natere, one to govern Heaven, and the other 
to over-rule Hell. By what Reafoas cou!d we convince fuch an im- 
pertinent Heretick, unlefs ic were by fhewing that Power is a {piri- 
tual thing, and confequently indivilible. 

Bur you urge, that fuppofing the terreftrial Globe were annihila- 
ted, chere would ftill remain a meafurable Space within the concave 
Superficies of the fublunary Orb. Why then I do not well conceive 
how this Space could be meafur’d s for chere would remain no xethe- 
real matter, thro’ which the vifual Jine of a Man plac in the imagi- 
nary middle of thisemptinefs, could penetrate to the Stars, and chey 
reflect their beams to his eyes. The moft that you can gain by rhis, is 
only that an indeterminate number of Bodies may be made to fill this 
penetrable Space, which being cone, they would certainly be meatu- 
rable one by anothers but it does not import chat Space, abftracted. 
ly confidered, is either meaturable or divilible, 

You may add that ic follows from thence, chat finite Spirits are 
indiftinguithable: becaufe, according to us, they have a penetrable 
extenfion, or are contain d in it, and thac this extenfion is indivifible. 
I anfwer, that finite Spirits are diftinguifhed by their variovs 
thoughts and different degrees of power 5 that when they dwell upon 
Earth,they are farther diQinguifh’d by che feveral portions of matrer 
they actuate: But whether the Angels in heaven, are diftinguith’d one 
from another by fome other proverties, is what I donot know. 

Laft of all, you fay that our hypothefis is only grounded upon fup- 
pofitions ; that we are not to arfue from what God can do, but from 
what he hasdone; that all out Senfes end Idea’s affure us that in this 
World Extenfion and Matter are one and the fame thing s whereas 
we have no certainty that they are feparaced in another World, ot 
that they can be fo in this. Put methinks to hive fofficiently thewn 
at the beginning of this Lester that we have are2l end pofitive Idea 
of infinite Extenfton, and in the third that matter cannot be infinite- 
ly extended 5 whence neceffarily follows, that there is another Peing 
than Matter, to which cis Infinity my be afcrived. And as this 
Being has been prov’d eternal and incependent, and none but God 
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can be fo, ‘tislikewile a neceffary confequence, that it is God him- 
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ded, fince they move feveral ways one about another , but if thefe 
parts be made up of other Particles that are fluid again, or foft and 
flexible, which is but a different degree of fluidity, they muft like- 
wile be a@tually divided, and thus iz infinitum: fo that the {mallet 
Atom imaginable, would contain an infinite quantity of Corpufcles 
actually divided ; but an isfinite quantity of Corpufcles aQually 
divided, muft needs take up an infinite Space; and therefore,accord- 
ing to this Hypothefis, the fmaileft Atom imaginable maft needs 
take up an infinite Space. 

By this I donot mean to prove that the finalleft Particles of Bo- 
dies are indivifible, it being enough , for my prefent purpofe, that 
they be hard, folid and rigid, which is a plain confequence from the 
abfurdity that there is in conceiving them foft, fluid and flexible : 
patif they be hard, folid and rigid, cheir figure cannot be eafily 
altered, or fome time at lealtis requir d to produce that alteration. 
And therefore, as in the v2rious motions and complications of Mat- 
ter, they muft needs leave betwix: ’em feveral of their pores to be 
filled immediately by thete inteniible Particles: if fome of thefe 
Atoms chance to light into fuch Pores, as are not exactly adapted 
ro their figure, chere mult needs be fome vacuity for fome time, til! 
either the figure of the Atom be alter’d, or that it be expelled by 
another better fitted to that place. 

The Cartefians think to obviate this « 
that the Particles cf their fubtil mztter are fo {mal! that they have no 
determinate bignefs or figure, and fo fwiftly moved that they pene- 
trate through all the fmaileft pores and corners, that are inacceffible 
to other corpufcles. For my part i confefs, I am nor fo quick as to 
conceive a body of an indeterminate bignefs and figure: for Reafox 
tells me that whatfoever is corporeal end finite,is terminated and A 
gured,and magnifying glafles affare me that what 1 tock for round 
and pohihed corpufcles, are irregular polygones. Fluids are indeed 
{o far, of an indeterminate bignefs and figure, as to change almoft e- 
very moment, but it has been invincibly proved thac che lait pwcti- 
cles of bodies cannot be fluid; fo that even thofe of che fubtil mar- 
ter being hard, folid and rigid cannot be ealtly alrerd and accommo- 
dated to che figure of the pores into which they may chance to eatery. 

It remains then only for thefe Philofophers to fay thar thefe parti. 
cles are indivifible mathematical points or fpiritual fubitances: bur 
mathematical points have no quantity at all, fo that innumerable 
millions of them do not make up any fenfible extenfion ; whereas the 
laft particles of matter are fuppofed co fill all che finallef porcs and 
vacuities of bodies. 
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